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DETAILED ACTION 
Acknowledgements 

The amendment filed on 06 Marcli 2008 in response to tine Office Action mailed 
on 28 January 2008 has been entered. The present Office Action is made with all the 
suggested amendments being fully considered. Accordingly, pending in this Office 
Action are claims 16-18. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Cambou et al. (WO 02/075815 A1, see US 2004/0080658 A1 for English translation). 

With respect to claim 16, Cambou et al. (Figs. 3a, 3b, 5) discloses an optical 
module [40], comprising: a circuit carrier [100]; a semiconductor element [42] disposed 
in a housing [48, 50, 62, 64, 66, 68] disposed on the circuit carrier, the housing of the 
semiconductor element, at least in sections thereof, having a support [48, 50] formed 
thereon; and a lens unit [52, 108] configured for projecting electromagnetic radiation 
onto the semiconductor element, the lens unit including a base lens [52]; wherein the 
semiconductor element and the lens unit are formed in two parts and the base lens is 
supported on and in direct contact with the support formed on the housing of the 
semiconductor element; and wherein the lens unit includes a lens holder [108] and the 
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lens holder is supported by the circuit carrier substantially without being supported by 
the housing. 

With respect to claim 17, Cambou et al. discloses the optical module according to 
claim 16. Cambou et al. (Figs. 3a, 3b, 5) further discloses the lens holder includes a 
surface section [surface of 108 contacting the support 48, 50] formed to correspond to 
the support, at least in sections thereof, and wherein the surface section is positioned 
on the support formed on the housing of the semiconductor element. 

With respect to claim 18, Cambou et al. discloses the optical module according to 
claim 16. Cambou et al. further (Figs. 3a, 3b, 5) discloses the lens holder has a collar 
[surface of 108 contacting the support 48, 50], at least in sections thereof, formed to 
correspond substantially to a locating face [upper portion of support 48, 50 that contacts 
the collar 108] formed on the support. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see pages 2-4, filed 06 March 2008, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 16 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Cambou et al. 

Applicants argued that the optics unit 46 of Cambou et al. does not house the 
electronic chip forming the image sensor. However, in light of the specification, the 
Examiner has interpreted the feet 62, 64, 66, 68 and walls 48, 50 of the optics unit 46, 
shown in Figs. 3a, 3b, and 5 of Cambou et al., as the housing of the image sensor 42 
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because they still meet the definition of housing i.e. something that covers, protects or 
supports. Therefore, Applicant's claims 16-18 do not distinguish over Cambou et al. 



Telephone/Fax Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leslie P. Cruz whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8599. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisors, Sue A. Purvis can be reached on 571-272-1236. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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